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Kia ora koutou 
 
I know a lot of us will be looking forward to the end of 2020, it certainly delivered some unexpected curve 
balls!  Despite this the school has been in very good heart as the last few weeks of this busy term 
demonstrated.  Standing room only at the Musical Refreshment was testament to the support our wonderful 
community has shown the children and staff.  
 
Achievement results 
 
If you have time, please take a moment to read Andrew’s newsletter on the school’s curriculum achievement, 
which he and his team are rightly very proud of.  A couple of headlines for me were reading and maths for 
year groups 4 to 8, where Kelburn’s results are well above the NZ norm in all five year groups.  For example 
in reading at least 87% of children in each year group were ‘at or above’ the standard where the NZ norm is 
68%.  The NZ norm for ‘well above’ in reading is 23%, our results showed that at least 50% or more children 
in each year group were ‘well above’ and in fact year 7’s were a fantastic 72% ‘well above’.  
 
In maths the NZ norm is 68% ‘at or above’ the standard and at Kelburn our children were at least 84% ‘at or 
above’ in each year group.  In maths the NZ norm is 23% ‘well above’ and at Kelburn at least 50% of children 
in each year group were ‘well above’.  The achievement in writing and science is also excellent and I 
encourage you to take a look at Andrew’s summary in his newsletter.  
 
Despite these excellent results, at the last Board meeting we dedicated a considerable amount of time 
understanding the results at either end of the curve and discussing what efforts are needed for those children 
who are not yet achieving the standard, as well asking how we are ensuring there is still stretch for those at 
the other end.  There is no doubt that being a primary school teacher is a demanding job, and we thank our 
staff for their efforts with all of our children.  
 
Strategic Planning 
Thank you to those who came to the Strategic Planning evening.  I was impressed with how willingly people 
shared their ideas and perspective, and the Board really appreciated hearing different views from a variety of 

 



 

parents across different ara of the school.  We had hoped to get a draft plan to you by the end of the year, 
but we will be in touch in term 1 with something for you to comment on. 
 
Updated website 
Thank you to Katharina who has been working tirelessly to give our website a refresh.  We have changed the 
platform so we can update it more readily in-house.  Follow this link to take a look 
www.kelburnnormal.school.nz 
 
Centenary Committee  
 
We wanted to thank the Kelburn Normal School Centenary Committee who organised and ran the 100 year 
celebration for the school and who produced and published the book ‘Kelburn Normal School - Celebrating 
100 Years’, which is a wonderful record for the school.  
 
The Committee decided that any funds raised would go towards a legacy item and the pou was agreed on. 
The Committee has officially wound up and donated an amazing $5,5260.11 to the school, as well as gifting 
the remaining book stock to the school.  Thank you to all who served on the Committee, both the pou and the 
book are wonderful tributes to the school, you have left us gifts to treasure.  
 
Farewell to our Year 8s 
 
The Year 8s vs. Teachers netball game was a lot of fun, although it did look very competitive and I’m relieved 
we avoided any significant injuries!  I hope the year 8’s have enjoyed the festivities and celebrations in their 
honour, particularly special events like the Leavers’ dinner and assembly.  It’s hard to believe we won’t be 
seeing those familiar faces representing the school on sports days and in ensembles.  Enjoy your next 
adventure and don’t forget to come back and visit!  Kai kaha.  
 
Thanks Team Kelburn 
 
Finally we wanted to acknowledge the work of Andrew and his hardworking team over such a challenging 
year.  We are very blessed to have such a dedicated and fun group of teachers.  
 
Enjoy your break with your families and friends, haere tū atu, hoki tū mai (go well and return in good health, 
have a safe trip). 
 
Meri Kirihimete! 
 
Nickie van der Beek 
Chairperson 
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