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Kia ora koutou 
 
The Board met on Monday this week and it was great to be able to meet in person again.  
 
Back to School and Student Achievement 
It was good to hear from Andrew about how the children are settling back into school and what the staff are 
doing to rekindle the “team spirit” school’s need to thrive.  Andrew also updated the Board on the term 1 PAT 
testing.  These are annual tests that inform how well our children achieve in reading and maths against a 
norm referenced scale for the year level (eg the rest of New Zealand). These student achievement results 
were really impressive and something the teachers and children can take great pride in.  Andrew will publish 
a summary of the results on the school’s website for you to take a look at.  
 
Strategic Plan 
The Board also discussed what needs to be done over the next few months to develop a new strategic plan 
for the school.  We want this to be a useful document that captures what our community collectively wants to 
happen at Kelburn Normal school over the next 5 years.  This is an opportunity to voice what we think is 
important for our children to achieve at primary school, not just academically, but also to consider what key 
competencies and skills children need to live their best life.  There will be more than one way to have your 
say, for example we are planning to gather information using surveys and workshops.  We are also thinking 
about the best way to capture student voices.  
 
Property update 
The Landscape Committee met with Mark Newdick this week to discuss his initial drawings.  The plans cover 
most of the school grounds, except the Gully and the Ngaio turf.  We will have something to share with the 
community very soon, so you are able to comment, suggest and also indicate what areas you would like us 
to start first!  As well as making some welcome additions to the grounds, the school is undertaking some 
maintenance, with the first step being to replace the high chain link fence that runs along the back of the 
bottom court up to the area outside the Mahler Room (music room).  
 
The Ministry has appointed a contractor and advised that the administration block refurbishment is on track 
for work to be undertaken over the July school holidays.  This project is being funded and managed by the 
Ministry.  We’re hoping everything goes according to plan and the staff have a lovely administration and 
office area and staff room to return to after the break.  
 
School Donations 
As you would expect the school’s additional income has been negatively affected by COVID 19 and the 
Lockdown.  So if you are able, we ask that you support the school by making your 2020 donations, if you 

 



 

haven’t already.  The school relies on the whanau donations to provide higher levels of education than we 
could provide if we were only to use the government funded baseline.  The activity donations cover the actual 
costs of activities your child will experience during the year, such as camps, trips and visiting performances. 
Your continued support is greatly appreciated.  
 
2019 Annual Accounts 
The full 2019 Annual Accounts are now on the school’s website and can be accessed by following this link.  
 
If you have any questions or comments for the Board about school donations or another issue please contact 
us by emailing bot@kelburnnormal.school.nz.  
 
Ngā mihi nui  
Nickie van der Beek 
Chairperson  
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Chairperson 

http://www.kelburnnormal.school.nz/sites/default/files/field/file_attachment/KNS%20Annual%20Report%20for%20the%20year%20ended%2031%20December%202019.pdf

