
 
 

Te Ara Whanake Newsletter, Term Four 2020 

 

15 October 2020 

 

Tēnā koutou, 

Welcome to Term 4 everyone! 

 

It is hard to believe that the final term of the school year 

is already upon us. We are now in the final stretch of the 

year with many exciting events ahead of us - a couple 

we’d like to highlight for your diary: 

● Year 3 Sport Festival - Tuesday 20th October  

● Celebration of Learning - Tuesday 20th October - 

3.15 pm - 5pm  

● Student Council Disco - Thursday 22nd October 

● Maui Performance - Thursday 12th November - 

1.45 pm - 2.45 pm.  

 

We look forward to welcoming you into the learning space in week 2 for our celebration of learning. What a 

great opportunity it will be for students to share with you the learning that has been taking 

place in Whanake this year.  

 

What are we doing in Whanake this term?  

We begin the term diving straight into creating our Maui performance to share with you in 

Week 5. Last term we started to explore the character of Maui and how he slowed the sun. 

It was exciting to see students working together to create the beginning of their 

performance and to witness the Key Competencies in full action! Keep an eye out for your 

personalised invitation to our performance in the coming weeks.  

 

After our performance, we will begin our last topic of the school year ‘Change Detectives’.  This unit will explore 

changes that take place in the world around us, specifically with a focus on supporting our tamariki as they 

transition into the next school year. We will spend time reflecting and celebrating the achievements of this 

year, and looking towards 2021. There will be opportunities for students to participate in activities with their 

peers and teachers for next year.  

 

Alongside this, in science students will be investigating the different 

states of matter and whether melted or frozen objects can be returned 

to their original state.  

 

Literacy 

Exploring Maui and creating our performance will provide many 

opportunities for students to continue to become better writers by 



engaging in authentic writing opportunities. Throughout the term, students will be writing reports, narrative 

stories, descriptive, and engaged in informal debates about all sorts of topics.  

 

Reading opportunities will continue to be varied with both teacher-directed reading (reading groups) and 

independent reading (personal interest and enjoyment) happening across the week. Reading and writing 

opportunities are also integrated across all areas of the curriculum, which means children could be researching 

for information, and writing about their understanding of a range of texts in a wider range of topics and 

interest areas. 

 

Mathematics 

The majority of the term will be spent on revising number knowledge, 

number strategies, and problem-solving, with particular reference to 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, and fractions. We will also be 

revising the other strands as well, with particular emphasis on statistical 

investigations.  

 

Physical Education 

We begin the term with our school-wide Athletics Day. The children have 

been busy practising for each of the events on this day including long jump, 

high jump, quoits, vortex, and sprints. Following 

on from Athletics, we will be playing team 

games.  

 

Art 

This term students will be exploring carvings, in particular carvings inspired by 

Hannah Jensen. Students will then create a design that represents the legend of 

Māui and the Sun to make their own carving.  
 

Red!  
This term our Year 4 students will be joining up with Year 5 to participate in a project called Red!  

 

Red! is an exciting new opera, written by UK-based New Zealand composer Lucy Mulgan, with primary-aged 

students’ participation in mind. The opera incorporates the story of Little Red Riding Hood and has been 

developed to address relevant issues facing children today - such as bullying, gaining independence, and 

establishing identity - using common sense, and the power of inter-generational relationships. Participating 

students will get the opportunity to devise and rehearse this piece alongside local Director Jacqueline Coats 

and Music Director Brent Stewart, with professional artists from Orchestra Wellington and New Zealand Opera, 

before performing to friends and whānau. 

 

Housekeeping 

● Term 4 is (usually) a warmer and sunnier term, so children all need to have a wide-brimmed sun hat at 

school which they will wear when outside from 10.30am onwards. You are welcome to send your child 

to school with suncream, which the children will self-apply before going outside.  

 

● We will continue our ‘slippers in class’ option throughout this term.  

 



● We remind and encourage children to wash their hands before eating at morning tea and lunchtime, 

using the large sink area at the back of the Whanake space, the Nui. 

 

● Lost Property: It is crucial to have all clothing named so that it may be reunited with its owner quickly. 

Encourage your children to look for their missing clothing as soon as it is lost. If clothing cannot be 

reunited with its owner, it may end up in the school lost property, in boxes in the Link.  

 

● Beginning of the school day: When the bell rings at 8.30, children are 

invited into Whanake to prepare for the school day. Before this time, 

teachers are in meetings,  preparing resources for the day or engaging 

in professional development opportunities and children are expected 

to wait outside or, on wet or cold days, in the Link. Please, as much as 

possible, delay your child’s arrival at school until after 8.30am. 

 

● Home learning reminder: Many of our children lead very busy out of 

school lives and the Whanake teachers acknowledge this. Thus, 

anything you deem as “outside of school learning” counts as home 

learning if you wish it to. There are no negative consequences for 

children not doing the reading, spelling, Maths  Buddy, or “extra” part 

of the weekly home learning sheet; however what we do insist on is 

each child having their home learning folder at school each Friday, so the weekly spelling testing can 

proceed without fuss or bother. 

 

 

Getting in touch 
As always, your first port of call is your child’s teacher. Teachers can be contacted by our email address 
(kayleighp, emmam, gretad @kelburnnormal.school.nz). If you wish to talk about your child’s learning at any 
stage of the term, your child’s teacher will be happy to talk with you - however, please be aware that Monday, 
Tuesday after school, and Thursdays before school, are usually staff meeting times. 
 
During week 2 and 3, Kayleigh Peach will be on leave for a very exciting event - her wedding! During this time 
we have Mrs Joelle Clarke joining our Whanake team. Our students are quite familiar with Mrs Clarke as she 
regularly visits our learning space in her role as our school’s ELL and International Students Coordinator. We 
look forward to Mrs Clarke joining us.  
 
We all look forward to another great term, the final term for 2020. Our thanks for your support, as always.  
 
Kind regards,  
 
Emma, Kayleigh and Greta  

mailto:initial@kelburnnormal.school.nz

