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Kia ora Parents and Whānau,

It has been a real pleasure to note the positive attitude with which the children have returned

to school. In the first few days the enthusiasm with which the learners have greeted each other

and re-established their sense of belonging really speaks to a developing sense of

whanaungatanga within the group. Throughout the year teachers will give students the

opportunity to discuss  relationships within the group, and to identify ways in which we can

solve issues as they arise. We will also be having discussions with smaller groups of children,

about maintaining high expectations, and ensuring our social interactions are positive.

Literacy/Multiple Literacies

In Literacy, for both reading and writing, we will be focusing on poetry. Students will get the

opportunity to explore a range of poems from various times and places written for a variety of

purposes, which will give the children’s comprehension a workout, and provide models for their

own writing.  The children will be given opportunities to share their work, to offer each other

constructive criticism, and to rework and enhance their first drafts.  We will be working to

develop the children’s ability to be a responsive audience as learners, to think critically about

their own and others’ work, to use language features deliberately, and to develop our learners’

agency as writers. This unit will also require the children to increase their digital fluency.

We will also be issuing set novels this week. The stock of novels that we have been building over

the years is intended to offer age appropriate, but nonetheless challenging reading

opportunities to the children. These  books are intended to push learners outside their comfort

zone, and to help them to learn about themselves as readers and learners. We have set up

forums on Google Classroom,  on which students will explore these texts together, and respond

to them in writing. We will also extend the dialogue on these forums during classroom

discussions.  In addition to using the forum, we will also collect and discuss interesting or

challenging vocabulary the children have encountered in their reading. During these discussions



we will explore how we can unlock meaning, both by examining the words themselves and the

context in which they occur. In addition, this activity gives us the opportunity to practise using

the dictionary, to identify patterns and affinities between words, and to explore their

derivations.

Maths

This term we will continue to practise problem solving, developing the learners’ resourcefulness

and flexibility in maths. Problem solving also provides an ideal opportunity to develop dialogue

in the context of maths; it is important that the children develop the ability to describe and

justify their ideas to others, so that they have an understanding of the “why” and the “how”,

not just the “what”. In tandem with this ongoing focus on problem solving, we will continue

developing the children’s understanding of number concepts.

Our other focus for this term is statistics. In the first few weeks of the term we will discuss why

statistics are gathered, consider the various ways in which data sets can be analysed. Students

will also  get the opportunity to interpret a variety of data displays, which complements our

ongoing focus on developing critical thinking skills. As the term progresses we will use the

inquiry cycle to gather data that is relevant to the children’s lives, and then present and analyse

the results. We will also be exploring probability and chance through a variety of games and

simulations. In addition to this we will be continuing to practice our basic facts, particularly with

respect to decimals, fractions, and percentages, as a command of these is essential when we

come to analyse the data we have collected.

Science/ Health

This term we will consider human anatomy and physiology. We will learn about how humans’

understanding of these systems has developed over time, the functions of the major organs and

systems, and how we can ensure that we keep these healthy.

Te Reo Māori

This term we will address the concept of tangata whenuatanga by learning about the local area

from the perspective of the people who originally lived here. This will give us the opportunity to

learn about the stories and kupu which give this area life. As part of our poetry unit, we will also

be looking at  poetry both by tangata whenua, and originally composed in te reo.

Performing Arts

As always, it is a pleasure to note the high level of participation in performing arts activities

amongst our learners. This term all of the members of Lyrica will be participating in the

performing Red, an interpretation of the Little Red Riding Hood fairytale. Lyrica will be



supporting their younger schoolmates in realising this exciting project, building tuakana teina

relationships, which we will seek to further develop as the year goes on.

Those children not participating in Red will have the opportunity to work with the Naxos

MusicBox programme. Naxos MusicBox has been very well-received, and introduces children to

the Western musical tradition: the composers, the styles, the instruments, and more.

Jenny Cossey will also be running a dance programme, introducing children to a variety of

dances from across time and the world,  and some key techniques and terminology.

Fridays

Jenny Cossey will continue to accompany the children to Newlands for technology. Year 7s will

be attending in the morning and Y8s in the afternoon.

Back at school Mr Quayle will be teaching philosophy and Mr Button will teach German. Mr

Quayle will invite children to explore some of the big questions humans ask ourselves, and to

consider some of the moral and ethical questions we face. By learning about philosophy,

children will become acquainted with key existential questions, and will have the opportunity to

engage in dialogue at the deeper level.  Mr Button will provide learners with a brief introduction

to the German language, but-perhaps more importantly-give the children some idea of what is

required when one  embarks on studying a foreign language. The opportunity to compare and

contrast English and German will also be an excellent opportunity for the children to reflect

upon how grammar works in English, whilst they are introduced to some key grammatical

concepts and terminology.

Physical Education

This term we have the school swimming sports during week three. We also learn hockey skills as

part of our winter sports focus. Jenny Cossey will supervise hockey, and due to the risk of dental

injury, she requests that on Wednesdays and Thursdays your child is welcome to bring a

mouthguard to school.

Careers Education

Our learners are going into a world of bewildering complexity, in which many will work in fields

we can only anticipate. It is important to highlight the myriad possibilities open to today’s

learners, and the learning pathways that they aren’t aware exist. This term we have invited the

head of Props and Set Construction at Toi Whakaari, Francis Gallop, to talk about working in the

performing arts, particularly the technical side of things. Later in the term an up and coming

young filmmaker will come in to talk about starting out in cinema.

Throughout the year as part of our Careers Education programme, we would also like to invite

parents to come into the school and speak to the children about their careers. This would



involve telling the children about how you came to your career choice, the educational

pathways you had to follow, and the sacrifices that were necessary to achieve your goals. A

particular point we would like to convey is the idea that unexpected opportunities often lead to

unanticipated careers. This will be a semi-regular event, usually on a Friday morning, though we

will, of course, strive to work with your schedule. If you happen to be available to talk to us

please contact Alistair Button to make a time. Ideally, the talks would be evenly distributed

throughout the term.

Important Dates

Wednesday 19 May: Gardasil immunisations for Y8s

Thursday 20 May: Whole School Swimming Sports

Tuesday 1 June: Western Zone Cross Country

Friday 4 June: Teacher Only Day

Tuesday 22 June: Western Zone Swimming

Thursday 24 June: Red performance at State Opera House

Wednesday 30 June: Matariki Community Celebration

Nga mihi,

Alistair Button

Charles Bisley

Libya Munn

Jamie Quayle


