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Friday 16 October 2020 
 
Kia ora Parents and Whānau, 
 
Here we are, into the final term which will undoubtedly be fun-filled, productive, and busy. Once again the 
children have come back to school happy, relaxed, and ready to learn.  They will show you some of their 
quality work at the Celebration of Learning.  
 
Our learning culture and routines in Whānui are now well established. We will continue to work closely 
within our home-learning group because this gives the children a sense of belonging and enables teachers 
to monitor their progress closely. There will also be opportunities to work as a whole ara; the advantage of 
this is that we can target programmes as in maths, or mix it up socially as in physical education.  
 

 
 
Programme for Term Four 
English 
The term will begin with writing reports based on a notable New Zealand figure. Writing non-fiction reports 
and narratives will give the children’s writing skills a good work out. After this, we will move to persuasive 
writing and speaking. This year the focus of our speeches will be on people who make a difference; behind 
this, there is the big question of citizenship and what difference you can make. For speeches we don’t want 
the children to choose obvious people; but someone in their family or wider circle who has made a 
difference but isn’t necessarily well known. As with last year's speeches an important component of the 
research will be talking to people. The ara and school speech competitions will be held in week seven. One 
of the real benefits of this unit is that it develops children's confidence and oral language, along with their 
critical thinking. Practice in sentence construction, the selection of precise vocabulary, punctuation and 
spelling are all regular parts of our reading and writing sessions.  
 
Health and Hauora 
Our programmes are designed with the well-being of our children in mind. We have regular hui in our 
home learning teams where children have the chance to talk about their ideas and interests, where we can 
give them feedback on their learning, and where any social issues can be addressed. In some 
circumstances, the information that you provide us is invaluable in helping us to problem solve.  
 
 



Mathematics 
In mathematics, we will spend the first few weeks finishing up with ratios and proportions. This area of 
mathematics can be quite challenging for many students and therefore requires more time to cover it 
thoroughly if they are to become confident and proficient. We will also revisit strategies for addition and 
subtraction as this was covered early on in the year and we feel the children would benefit from 
consolidating some of those strategies taught. We will finish the term covering probability and statistics; for 
this, the children will work in mixed groups across the ara. Throughout the term, we will carry on with our 
basic facts maintenance - namely times tables. In mathematics, the children can develop the managing self 
Key Competency which includes resilience and reflectiveness.  
 
Home Learning 
Home learning will continue much the same as last term. We expect children to read every night as this will 
support children’s language development and help them in their writing. Children can continue to use 
MathsBuddy at home. This is a great programme as it offers tutorials and presents the concepts of the 
maths lesson step-by-step. Every child needs to master the times tables so that they can calculate fluently. 
Initially, it is good to work out how to solve the times tables before memorising or learning how to solve 
them in less than five seconds. The strategy of doubling the 3x, 4x tables makes learning the 6x and 8x 
much easier. For children who have mastered the times tables, it is important to keep up the MathsBuddy 
to build and practise key skills. Please remember to limit children's screen time at home and ensure they 
have space and time for regular independent reading to get their mileage up. At this age, this is especially 
important for building vocabulary.  
 
Visual Art 
This term we will be kick-starting our visual arts unit with a trip to the New Zealand Portrait Gallery to view 
the  Marti Friedlander exhibition. Students will have the opportunity to learn more about photography and 
build their own photography journal, focusing on portraits. This study will enrich our literacy unit on 
biographies and speeches.  
 
Te Reo me ngā toi Māori 
In week 5 Whānui will be performing their own interpretations of a Maui story they have been exploring. 
This will be a great chance to come and see what your child has been learning with Matua Rawiri and their 
home learning teacher. We will also continue to build upon what the children already know, including the 
use of everyday phrases and instructions. We are thrilled to welcome Jeremy back to Whānui this term to 
teach us more waiata and strengthen those we already know.  
 
Physical Education 
This term we will be going to the Wellington Regional Aquatic Centre for swimming lessons. This will take 
place every Thursday, beginning in week one and ending in week nine. Students will be assessed and then 
grouped depending on their skills. Some will follow the Learn to Swim programme whilst others may not 
need this and therefore will participate in a range of other water sports including springboard diving, 
kayaking, snorkelling, and Kiwi surf. In addition, students will participate in summer sports such as cricket, 
padder tennis, and T-ball. With the weather now becoming more settled we hope to take advantage of our 
local environment more, such as the Botanical Gardens, as places we can walk to and enjoy. Our annual 
rogaine event is planned for the end of the term so keep an eye out for that if this is something you may 
want to help out with.  
 
Transitions 
Looking forward to next year, we have a special project in the second half of the term called RED where our 
year 5’s will be working with the current year 4 group. We have designed this programme to smooth the 
transition from this year to next year; it will be focused on music and literacy.  
RED is an exciting new opera, written by UK-based New Zealand composer Lucy Mulgan, with primary-aged 
students’ participation in mind. The opera incorporates the story of Little Red Riding Hood and has been 



developed to address relevant issues facing children today - such as bullying, gaining independence, and 
establishing identity - using common sense, and the power of inter-generational relationships. Participating 
students will get the opportunity to devise and rehearse this piece alongside local Director Jacqueline Coats 
and Music Director Brent Stewart, with professional artists from Orchestra Wellington and New Zealand 
Opera, before performing to friends and whānau. 
 
Our current year 6’s will also have the opportunity to work with the current year 7’s to smooth their 
transition.   
 
Performing Arts 
A large number of Whanui children are represented in our performing arts ensembles. In these ensembles, 
the children work closely together and can contribute to the wider school culture as well.  This year 
opportunities for performance have been limited; however this term they will get a chance to entertain us 
all. We also have the talent quest this term. Please see the dates for the various events at the bottom of 
this newsletter.  
 
Nga mihi nui, 
Jen, Rob, Beks, Charles  
 
Term 4 

Week rua Celebration of Learning 
School disco 
Whānui swimming 

Week toru Talent quest 
Whānui swimming 

Week wha Road patrol training 
Whānui swimming 
Orchestra Festival at Scots 
Parent & Whānau Evening with Rawiri 
Western zone athletics 

Week rima Whānui swimming 
Performing Maui 
Postponement date for Western Zone athletics 

Week ono Whānui swimming 

Week whetu Road patrol trip 
Interzone athletics 
Whānui swimming 

Week waru Musical refreshment 
Whānui swimming 
Regional athletics 

Week iwa Final whole school assembly 
Whānui swimming 

Week tekau School finishes on Thursday 

 


