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Kia ora whānau,

The children have been active in exploring poetry this term and have taken on many reading
challenges together. In this poetry unit, we have been expanding the study of verbal poetic texts
to include other linguistic modes, including the visual and aural.  The children make productive
connections between reading, viewing, listening, speaking, and writing. And as they learn to
read a variety of poetic texts more closely, they also pick up on language they can use in their
own writing. This language isn’t only verbal, and we have been intrigued to see the children’s
creativity come into play as they use these multiple literacies. They are relishing drawing on
contemporary language use as found in songs and on social networks and apps. With the help
of these resources, they are able to flex their creative muscles.

This term, as in previous years, the Māia ara has attended the Docs 4 Schools programme, part
of the Documentary Edge Film festival. These films, and others, have offered us the opportunity



to view the world from new and interesting perspectives, and have been the basis for further,
in-depth conversations back at school. Being able to read and think critically about visual and
online media has been another key aspect of our literacy programme.

Nga wai e rua is a collection of clips curated by Ngā Taonga Sound & Vision and the Ministry of
Education. We viewed material dating back to 1900, covering key events in Aotearoa New
Zealand’s twentieth century history. This documentary provides a vivid context for further
learning about our history, raising many questions: how has our national identity  evolved? How
have attitudes toward tangata whenua shifted? Where are we headed?

The Father of the Cyborgs supports our investigations into anatomy. Not only does this film offer
an insight into the development of a cutting edge approach to treating people who are “locked
in”, it also raises fascinating ethical and moral questions about our relationships with our bodies,
with technology, and the intersection of the two.

This term in pangarau (maths) we have been focusing on statistics and probability, while
maintaining our constant number practice. The children have been exploring authentic data and
critically examining them by considering valid and invalid conclusions we might draw from that
data, how the information is presented and why they chose to present it that way. They have
also been gathering their own data and presenting them in different ways, considering how best
to represent categorical and numerical data. In probability, we have been investigating practical
and theoretical probabilities, and exploring different methods of calculating probabilities.
Familiarity and comfort with fractions is helping here, and this is an area that will do with more
work.

Lately, the Māia teachers and children have started using a new online programme for learning
Te Reo Māori; this will help us build the use of kupu everyday. We are pleased to see the
number of children participating actively in senior kapa haka. Hopefully you will be able to see
some of this in action at our community get together in week 2 next term. We are also very
satisfied to see tuakana teina in action with the year 7&8 children helping the younger children
with RED! A few blips notwithstanding, we have all worked hard to build a positive learning
relationships and ako across the ara. It’s heartening to see the tamariki valuing each other and
engaging in more meaningful dialogue about learning.

At the Celebration of Learning in week one next term, the children will be presenting some of
last term’s work, so please come along and enjoy it. We are happy to talk about the work you
see too.

Ngā mihi nui,

Alistair Button, Libya Munn, Jamie Quayle, and Charles Bisley

https://docedge.nz/de/films/nga-wai-e-rua-stories-of-us/
https://docedge.nz/de/films/father-of-the-cyborgs/

