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Kia ora koutou, 
 
The final newsletter is going out tomorrow. This one is a bit wordy as it needs some explanation and 
context, but it is always good to share with the community how we are getting on in one aspect of our core 
business - student curriculum achievement. 
 
I have congregated the student achievement data in Reading, Writing, Maths and Science achievement for 
2020. While there is often a national context of student achievement shared via media, at Kelburn we can 
share how well our students achieve, using the tools available to us. We have used a variety of tools to 
build this summary such as NZCER testing such as PAT, AsTTle, and moderated sampling. All these tools 
used are nationally normed, with the exception of writing which is based on assessing through moderating 
writing samples against curriculum leveled examples.  
 
These shared results are for year 4-8 in reading, writing and maths and year 5-8 for science. This is 
because the normed referenced assessment tools don’t go below year 4. 
 
Your child’s achievement has been translated into curriculum levels and presented to you via the school 
report. 
 
Kelburn has two ambitious and aspirational expected standards or ‘targets’ for the school for achievement 
in these 4 curriculum areas. The first ambitious target is for 90% of all children being at least at the ‘mid to 
above’ range of achievement, with the acknowledgement that we have children who experience specific 
learning disabilities, and have a number of children for whom English is not their first language.  The 
second ambitious target is to have close to half of children working at the ‘well above’ area of the 
curriculum, which is twice that of the national average .  
 
By using these targets it lets us know that the children at Kelburn are doing extremely well against the 
curriculum, their peers in a national context, as well as against other high decile schools. In 2020 generally, 
our groups are at or very close to these ambitious targets.  
 
Reading and Maths achievement is presented as a stanine. The simplest explanation of a stanine is that 
they are incremental levels of achievement from stanine 1- low, to stanine 9 - high - as reflected in the 
shape of a bell curve. 
 
Reading 2020 
These results are excellent. Traditionally Kelburn is strong at reading and these results show that we are 
keeping pace with where we normally sit. These results are for all our learners from Y4-8, including our 
English Language Learners. A difference this year from previous years is the significant numbers achieving 
at the top level, well above the ambitious target of 45% at stanine 7. Reflecting back to 2017, only one year 
group had a mean average above 6.5, whereas in 2020 now there are four out of five groups. In fact the 
mean average for the school has lifted from 6.30 in 2017 to 6.78 in 2020.  This signifies higher levels of 
attainment in reading achievement at Kelburn.  



 

 
Maths 2020 
These results are very pleasing. A strong cohort performance against our ambitious targets means we have 
achieved the targets at most levels. Having the mean score average sitting at 6.72 shows high levels of 
achievement overall. Reflecting back to 2017, only one year group at that time had a mean average above 
6.5, whereas in 2020 now there are four out of five groups. In fact the mean average for the school has 
lifted from 6.48 in 2017 to 6.72 in 2020. This reflects progress in Maths and is a very good result. Student 
achievement at the top end is strong and is twice that of the national average, and we now average over 
50% of children at all levels in year 4-8 who are achieving in the ‘well above’ average area.  
 

 
Writing 2020 
The process for understanding student writing achievement involved students drafting a piece of writing, 
having time to edit the work and improve the writing, and then teachers ‘mark’ the writing against the criteria 
set for each level. This marking was done in a moderated setting (3 teachers working together), using 
examples of leveled writing. There are 3 sublevels within each level. These sublevels are Beginning, 
Proficient and Advanced. 
 
This writing achievement for 2020 is very pleasing. As you can see almost all children are in the appropriate 
writing band at the expected level. You can also see that at most year levels 50%-60% of children are 
working at a level above where they should be. One of our key goals is to ensure that boys and girls writing 
achievement is similar and we have closed previous disparity down, with boys overall results showing 

Reading 2020 

2020 
results 

Mean stanine Target 1 - 90% of children 
at/above stanine 5 

Target 2 - 45% of children 
at/above stanine 7 (well above) 

 (NZ norm = 5.0) (NZ Norm 68%) (NZ norm 23%) 

Year 4 6.8 91% 69% 

Year 5 7.1 92% 66% 

 Year 6  6.7 87% 59% 

 Year 7  7.3 93% 72% 

Year 8  6.3 87% 50% 

Maths 

2020 
results 

Mean stanine  Target 1 - 90% of children 
at/above stanine 5 

Target 2 - 45% of children 
at/above stanine 7 (well above) 

 (NZ norm = 5.0) (NZ Norm 68%) (NZ norm 23%) 

Year 4 6.7 84% 57% 

Year 5 6.5 92% 51% 

 Year 6  6.3 85% 50% 

 Year 7  7.0 90% 69% 

Year 8  6.9 91% 52% 



comparable achievement levels with girls in writing over the last 2 years. This result is different to the 
national trend in writing that finds girls far exceeding boys achievement. 
 
 

 
 
Science 2020 
The Primary School NZCER science test assesses the Key Competency of Thinking in the context of 
science. Specifically, it assesses how the children think about science,  using evidence and their 
interpretations of information, which is a key aspect of the nature of science (NOS) strand of the science 
learning area.  
 
In this assessment, the children have to read and interpret data presented in verbal, visual, diagrammatic, 
and numerical forms. In order to answer the questions, the children have to use and combine 
comprehension and thinking strategies; the questions require the children to have science content 
knowledge. The test is marked according to how competent the children are at answering each question.  
 
Children need to be competent in this kind of thinking to make progress in science. The test does not 
assess overall knowledge achievement in science (eg facts) as no such test exists. What it shows us is how 
well Kelburn children interpret and understand the scientific information provided in each question, and how 
they make sense of this information.  
 
The results show that our children are able to achieve very well in science.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Writing  

Year level and expected End of 
Year level 

Target 1 - 90% of all children at 
and above the expected level 

Target 2 - 45% exceeding the 
expected level (well above) 

Year 4 - level 2P-2A 93% 60% 

Year 5 - level 3B 97% 31% 

Year 6 - level 3P-3A 94% 52% 

Year 7- level 4B 96% 58% 

Year 8 - level 4P-4A 87% 60% 

PAT - Science - Thinking with evidence 2020 

Group Low Band Target 1 - 90% of all children 
at and above the expected 

level  

Target 2- 45% of all children 
achieving at the High Band 

Year 5  100%  56%  

Year 6 4% (2/48) 96%  67%  

Year 7  100%  57%  

Year 8 2% (1/44) 98%  50%  



Summary 2020 
 
Despite the disruption of Covid in 2020 our students have achieved extremely well in 2020. Our data shows 
that since tracking began in 2017 we have improved achievement levels in maths, reading and writing. 
Science tracking began in 2018. 
 
Highlights include :- 

● improving, strengthening and sustaining the achievement growth over time in maths,  
● increasing numbers into the top levels of reading,  
● improving the achievement of boys in writing to match that of the girls,  
● increasing numbers into the top level in writing (particularly in year 8);  
● sustaining high levels of achievement in science. 

 
For many of our children with specific learning difficulties they have shown that through hard work and 
focus, by developing and using a variety of alternative strategies, taking time, and using sheer grit they 
have got themselves to a good level of achievement. Another highlight is the performance of the English 
language learners who have done well, despite having to complete assessment tasks in English, which is 
not their first language. The work of the ELL team is to be congratulated. 
 
The children and teachers are to be congratulated for their efforts in 2020. 
 
Andrew Bird 
Tumuaki/Principal 
Kelburn Normal School 
 
 
 
 

 


