
 
Te Ara Māia school@home Update #One 2021 

 
 
22 August 2021 
 
 
Kia ora koutou, 
 
 
What a shame we were interrupted when our Shakespeare programmes were 
building so well! In the meantime, we are embarking on our formal online learning 
programme. In designing this mahi, we have come up with activities that are 
engaging and creative, and that build what worked last time. Doing them, the 
children should experience a continuity and sense of connection both to their 
learning and their peers that is key to their wellbeing. If at any stage, the children feel 
anxiety about these activities, we are only an email away. With your help, we are 
confident the children will develop their resilience as learners during this interlude. 
 
 
By now your child’s teacher will have sent your child an invitation to join their home 
learning team’s Google Meet, which your child will be able to find in the inbox of their 
school email account.  Each day Māia learning teams  will meet online  from 10:30 to 
11:30. The first 15 minutes will be a general check-in, and from 10:45 -11:30 we will 
focus on literacy. In order to make online meetings more productive and 
personalised, Mr Bisley will restart Additional English for the duration of level 4 and 
3. Learners will join Mr Bisley at their own Meet at 10:45 Monday to Thursday. On 
Fridays we’ll have a weekly wrap where we discuss progress over the week, share 
completed work, and mark and discuss maths tasks. 
 
 
We will be using Google Classroom  to deliver online learning this year. All of our 
learners use this as part of our normal classroom programme, so there shouldn’t be 
too many teething troubles. Teachers will be available via email during the school 
day to respond to learners' queries and concerns. At the end of the school day, 
teachers will share a post on Google Classroom, summarising what we’ve done, and 
sharing short texts and points for the children to think about  in anticipation of the 
next day’s learning. 
 
 
Many children have expressed concern over whether we’ll be going ahead with our 
Shakespeare performances this year. Despite the disruption, our teaching staff are 
absolutely committed to ensuring that the plays go ahead, whether that be later this 
term or next term.  
 
 
In order to preserve the energy and excitement with which the children have 
responded to their class plays, we will shift our focus slightly, away from the staging 
of the plays themselves, and on  to a broader focus on Shakespeare and his works. 
Last year during lockdown Māia restaged artworks at home, which was very 



successful. This year we have come up with a variation of this theme for literacy and 
this will draw on a combination of literacies, as our play work does. 
 
 
The children will choose an image related to a Shakespare play which is  drawn from 
a past production, film, cartoon, or fine art. They will then restage and share this with 
their literacy class. This creative activity will be accompanied by a variety of written 
tasks that will give their reading comprehension and imaginative muscles a workout. 
We expect each child to complete one of these tasks per week. 
 
 
In addition to the restaging tasks, your child’s teacher  will share two short texts a 
week, with quick writes attached,  which will be discussed during our literacy 
meetings. We continue to emphasise the importance of personal reading, and expect 
learners to take advantage of this opportunity to up their reading mileage. 
 
 
We will be assigning two maths tasks a week, which we will mark on Fridays. These 
tasks will appear on Google Classroom. In addition to this, all learners have access 
to Mathsbuddy, which we advise they use regularly. Teachers have already shared 
some additional maths tasks on Google Classroom for those who are particularly 
keen. 
 
 
Learners can also use Education Perfect to practise their  te reo Maori; everybody in 
the ara should be familiar with this application by now. Andrew has also provided a 
cornucopia of additional activities on the website.. And a final activity: given the 
peculiar times we live in, the children might like to keep a journal, both in the 
interests of fluency and of posterity. 
 
 
 
Ngā mihi mahana 
Alistair Button, Libya Munn, Jamie Quayle, and Charles Bisley 
 


