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Kia ora e te whānau. 
 
We are excited to be able to share with you a proposed landscaping plan for 
our school grounds. We have developed the proposed plan to a stage where 
we feel it is ready for community consultation. We are therefore inviting you to 
provide your comments and feedback on the plan. 
 
You can view the plan by clicking here: KNS proposed landscaping plan. 
 
How has the plan been developed? 
 
Over the last few months a Board/PTA committee has been working with 
Mark Newdick on a landscaping plan to further develop the school site. Mark 
is an experienced landscape designer, particularly in the education sector and 
has designed for numerous schools, in particular new or merged schools. 
 
Our initial work on developing the plan has been based on information that 
the school has captured over the last couple of years from the community, 
staff, and students about enhancing our exterior land space and creating a 
more aesthetically pleasing environment.  
 
 
What does the plan cover? 
 
Mark’s brief was to focus on the top, middle, and bottom court areas and on 
the entrance to the school outside the school hall. The gully and the Ngaio turf 
are not included in the plan. We asked Mark to focus on how our tamariki use 
the school’s outside spaces. 
 
In response, Mark’s team has developed a design identifying 6 key areas and 
providing a mix of green space, shade, seating, activities, and colour. The 
plan is focussed on our tamariki but is also inclusive of and appealing to 
adults, whānau and our community. We feel that the plan adds vibrancy and 
breaks up and uses spaces differently to how they are being used now in an exciting and cohesive way.  
 
How will the work be funded? 
 
Last December the Government announced that each school would receive a sum of money through a 
School Investment Package and, in partnership with our PTA fundraising, this has enabled Kelburn to work 
with confidence in designing a plan that can significantly enhance our school environment. 
 
The plan is designed so that it can be built in stages. We hope to begin some aspects of the landscaping in 
the coming months, with the goal of completing the work by the end of 2021. 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lKIK32f4fd0Gt95cN_SIuqVfa7wlozDg/view?usp=sharing


 

How can I share my thoughts? 
 
The landscaping committee would welcome your feedback. Please share your 
thoughts, comments and ideas by clicking here prior to Friday 14 August at 
5pm. 
 
Please bear in mind the following points: 
 
1. The plan indicates where shade trees and other plants would be sited but 
does not specify which plants should be used. Mark recommends that 
specific planting choices be made once the hard landscaping structures are 
in place. 
 
2. The plan includes photos of possible landscaping structures from other 
sites, to give us an idea of available options. We would be interested to hear 
from you which of these structures you think would work best for our school, 
so that we can prioritise our spending appropriately.  
 
3. The plan  reflects the need to maintain vehicle access through the school, 
between Kowhai and Boundary Roads, and accommodates the school dental 
van. 
 
4. The existing climbing or monkey bars, currently in Area 5, will be moved to 
the upper court, adjacent to the existing playground structure..  
 
Although the gully is not included in the plan, we appreciate there are ways to 
enhance that space - for example, a new flying fox, a new slide, updated play 
equipment - and we will also be looking to make progress in this area. 
 
We hope you are as excited as we are about the prospect of developing and enhancing the school’s outdoor 
spaces. We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
Ngā mihi nui  
 
Kelburn Normal School Board/PTA Landscaping Committee 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VsQGi0sNgJy-EWOM24Lerp9SaPq02etPDNHODItY8dg/edit

