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Tēnā koutou e te whanau,

I hope that your bubble is well. I hope everyone is doing ok and staying well. 3 days into this week
things are tracking along smoothly. We have been so impressed with the level of engagement from the
tamariki as they navigate the Learning @ Home programme. Thank you for keeping communications
respectful - nothing is easy at the moment and so being kind is really helpful.
This newsletter may sound a bit repetitive of previous communications but in some ways it may just
help to keep things on top for us all.
The staff have been working so hard to prepare learning opportunities for our students. I know
teachers were a little nervous and unsure again about how it was going to work at the other end but so
far all reports and engagement have been positive. Again I want to pay tribute to our whole team for
their wonderful work to get things up and going. They are experiencing pretty intense days at this end
through teaching and responding to the children and fielding a significant number of questions and
emails, particularly around technical things. Our support staff are bubbling away in support of the
teaching staff as well and so to the whole team - I thank you.

We have managed to get around 50 devices out to whānau so that is helpful for Learning @ Home.
Our plan is about ensuring there is a wide range of tasks, which the children can actually do at home,
whilst staying mindful not to overburden and overwhelm parents. It’s a hard balancing act and so I
want to remind you to just do what you can.

I am aware that the children enjoy seeing each other. We have the ‘Pet Show’ on at the moment.
Please email me a photo of your child(ren) with their pet, or cuddly toy for a Saturday show.
Also I welcome photos to share on our facebook of what our children are doing during their Learning
@ Home (it may be even a family activity or baking). Anything to help keep our spirits up and staying in
touch.

Currently, relationships and wellbeing are more important than anything else. Without knowing specific
details I can imagine that Kelburn families are experiencing additional stress at this time too as well as
feeling quite claustrophobic . Many parents are now working from home on top of juggling childcare,
some parents are on reduced incomes and managing employment situations, so the last thing we want
to do is to overload you with the full time task of teaching as well.

If I can share a a simple list below to help you manage at home:
TRY TO :-

● Focus on emotional well being, staying happy. Make things comfortable.
● Find time to laugh and keep things light and positive.
● Along with the learning, do fun, low-key activities with your kids: enjoy family time preparing and

eating kai together.



● Read to your child, play games, do puzzles, draw, bake...
● Get kids out in the backyard for fresh air and exercise
● Have lots of discussions with your child - oral language is great for brain development
● Try to balance device time with hands on tasks and physical activity
● Find ways for kids to keep in touch with friends e.g. phone calls, skype, share photos of what

they’ve been up to etc
● Reach out if you are feeling stressed e.g. email your child’s teacher, email me, talk to a friend,

call a helpline (Call 1737 if you need to talk)
I do have access to a whole range of services through Ministries of Education and Health if whānau
need additional support so please don’t hesitate to reach out.

TRY NOT TO :-
● Don’t sit your child down between 9am and 3pm and try to recreate daily life at school. Doing

this is likely to stress you and your children out. Bits and breaks are a good strategy.
● Don’t feel compelled to complete every single task your child’s teacher sets.
● Don’t worry about your child’s learning progress. All NZ kids are in the same situation and they

will be ok.

Katharina has developed a Learning@Home page on our website, full of resources and messages.

As mentioned in an earlier message, there are some excellent resources that compliment our online
learning programmes which have been developed by:

● The Ministry of Education https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/learning-resources
● Māori Television https://www.maoritelevision.com/tamariki
● TVNZ https://www.tvnz.co.nz/shows/home-learning-tv
● Kelly Club home activities -

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbkWM57i1i2UPNvkFvOqN0Q/videos
●

It is important that students are kept safe while using devices at home. N4L, Network for Learning, has
a safety filter which blocks online threats, phishing scams, adult websites, and other harmful content
unsuitable for young eyes. We recommend parents apply the filter to their child’s learning device by
following the instructions here.

Please remember that Kelburn staff are here to help. If you have any questions or concerns, please
don’t hesitate to contact me at  andrewb@kelburnnormal.school.nz

Take care of each other.

Ngā manaakitanga

Andrew
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