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Tēnā koutou e te whanau,

I hope this update finds you well in your bubble. We are all looking forward to when we can all be one again
as a learning community. One thing is for certain the good weather is welcomed to keep the spirits up and
being able to get outside albeit for a short time and distanced is helpful to one’s mindset.

We have a very small number at Bubble School this week. Thank you to all of you who are continuing to
support your child's learning. We need to make sure the basics are being kept up as a minimum. A
reminder that staff are at the end of the line and have made many calls through lockdown to help smooth
out things at your end.  If you need support for Learning@Home please get in touch with your teacher if you
have any concerns or need clarification or even just a check in.

It is likely that Learning@Home will continue for at least another week. At ‘staff meeting’ yesterday staff
were in good spirits and pretty unanimous that tamariki and whānau were now in the groove and getting
things done, and there was lots of interaction through Meets, Seesaw and Google classroom. We have
been really impressed with the digital fluency and engagement of the children. We have tried our best to
increase our connections and make sense of the pressures within each bubble and we appreciate the open
dialogue. Many of our children are excelling, producing a large body of work that they can be really proud
of. Many are working together with friends and keeping in touch through various platforms. For some the
isolation is difficult to keep up the learning momentum and the energy levels are low. It is a tricky place to
be. Our mantra remains - we do need to keep on learning, but we need to maintain our well-being - do what
you can but mostly look after yourselves. There are lots of different ways to learn and grow.

Learning@Home is what we have for now and we have a 4 pronged approach to our Learning@Home
design. Firstly it is about Continuing Learning - that involves continuing the topic of study, our reading,
maths, writing, science etc. Secondly it is about maintaining Connections and Collaborations - this
involves teacher interactions, class Meets, sharing learning and interactions through Seesaw and Google
classroom. Thirdly it is about acknowledging Well-being and Whānau - this is acknowledging what works
best for your bubble in support of the physical, nutritional, spiritual and emotional well-being that you have
at your place. Finally it is about Taking and Creating Opportunities which involves play, music and dance,
experimenting, finding out, passions, baking and making, exercise and having fun. All these things
generally make up the 6 hour school day when school is in its normal construct, it is just trying to replicate it
within the constraints of home.

I have encouraged the staff to take a break this weekend and have a rest. They have been working flat out
of the last 2-3 weeks. I’m really proud of them but a break will do them good.

As we finish the week we hope that you, your bubble and extended bubble members are all doing ok. Kia
maia, kia kaha, kia manawanui  ~ Be strong, be safe, be steadfast.

Ngā mihi nui

Andrew Bird
Principal/Tumuaki


