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Kia ora koutou, 

Welcome to our new families and welcome back to everyone else and Happy New Year to you all. We are 
looking forward to the tamariki starting back at Kelburn on Thursday the 4th. Staff have been back for a few 
days now planning our year ahead. 

As usual the weather is now starting to heat up just as we return to school! 

We are feeling very positive about 2021 given that 2020 threw a few curveballs our way! We can reflect on 
how lucky we are to be able to do so many things, such as take all our Whānui and Māia students away on 
camp in week 3 when schools are still all closed in some countries. Our “normal” is certainly not the normal 
that many people overseas are currently living through. 

Just a couple of reminders for the year- sunscreen and wide brimmed sun hats - preferably those that cover 
ears and the back of necks are essential wear and mandatory, as we do spend time outside. 
 
This is a short newsletter with 2 key notifications. 
 

Firstly, this Friday we are starting the year by welcoming our new families, whānau students and staff. All of 
our community are welcome to come along and join in with our mihi whakatau in the school hall / wharenui 
on Friday 5th February at 10:00. A mihi whakatau is a form of welcome, and a process to bring us together 
to welcome our new people to Kelburn, that will include waiata and kōrero / speeches, followed with some 
refreshments. 

Secondly...you will have noticed the substantial road works on Upland Rd. We have met with Downers and 
this project involves footpath, kerb and channel maintenance and road repairs between Plunket St and the 
Viaduct. Completion is expected to be late March, however the work at the point of Kowhai St is expected 
to be completed by the end of this week. It is expected that the kerb on the other side Upland Rd will not be 
open on Thursday and Friday afternoon. Whanau will have to walk down to the village and use the crossing 
there to cross the road. 

This does mean considerable disruption to an already congested area and so we urge caution to whanau 
dropping children off that they will experience difficulties in finding a park close to school. The drop off in 
Kowhai St is just that - drop and go! We do suggest, while the weather is fine and warm it may be easier if 
more whanau walk to school, or children walk together in a cluster of friends and siblings to get to school.  

Thank you for your understanding.  

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

 

Andrew 
 
 
 


