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Kia ora Parents and Whānau, 

 

It’s been great to see the enthusiasm with which all the 

children have returned for the final term of the year. We have 

a number of activities planned, and are looking forward to a 

varied and exciting programme. For the year 8’s, there is a lot 

to do to round off their primary school years; there will also be 

a number of cultural and sporting events to celebrate their 

achievements. 

 

Wellbeing 

The fourth term can be challenging, particularly for our Year 8 tamariki, facing not just the challenges of 

early adolescence, but also the prospect of one of the major educational transitions in their lives. One of 

the core values of our school is manaakitanga, which entails showing compassion for others and helping 

each other to reach our full potential. Sometimes we need some support with this, so the teachers have 

been working with various groups within the ara, facilitating discussions intended to give the children 

agency when dealing with social issues. If you become aware of issues your child might be experiencing, 

please inform the teaching staff so that we can offer appropriate support. If you wish to discuss anything 

with the teachers, please contact us so we can make a time to meet. 

 

Another aspect of wellbeing this term is further exploring digital citizenship. At school, we have an 

agreed set of behaviours for device use and will be having ongoing discussions about online behaviour 

and safety. We continue to monitor the time children spend on devices at school. 

 

English  

During the first two weeks of the term, we will be working on writing factual reports. The children will 

research a topic related to change in a locality of interest to them. This will be an opportunity to focus on 

methodically organising a piece of writing, to explore a given topic in-depth, and to use evidence to back 

up a viewpoint. This activity will build on some of the work we did earlier this year researching a topic in 

the social sciences, and will encourage learners to think about how and why change happens over time. 

This unit of work will also be a useful preparation for our speech competition, in which the children will 

be asked to identify a  currently extant technology or trend and imagine its implications for the future. 

During our speech unit children will be asked to think critically about change: its causes and implications. 

In order to persuade their listeners of the validity of their arguments, children will have to consider 

others’ viewpoints, and deliberately select evidence to support their position. 



 

 

 

Performing Arts and Te Reo 

As you will be aware, Rawiri Hindle has been working with us throughout the year. We have been 

building up our knowledge of te ao Māori and nga toi Māori. This term we will combine and adapt the 

techniques Rawiri has shared with us to explore different episodes in the mythology of the demigod 

Māui. We will create soundscapes inspired by taonga puoro, build images using our bodies, and use te 

reo to tell our stories. This is an opportunity for the children to work together on a collaborative creative 

project, to explore the ways in which we create and convey meaning, and to explore te ao Māori in a 

meaningful context. We will share our work with 

you on Thursday 12 November. 

 

Mathematics 

In maths, we will be focusing on geometry and 

measurement. We will explore shape, 

transformations, scale and measurement, as well as 

practising fundamental skills with compass and 

protractor. Later in the term we will apply what we 

have learnt through model making, creating an 

imaginary city. Through the use of creative, practical 

activities we will be able to extend and refine 

learners’ understandings of the concepts at hand, whilst also working collaboratively to imagine, 

problem-solve, and create.  

 

Social Sciences 

This term we will be resuming our collaboration with the Victoria 

University’s Spanish department. Several post-graduate students 

will be joining us to explore the language, customs, history, and 

culture of Hispanic America through a focus on a specific city, with 

Maia Button looking at Mexico City, Maia Munn at Havana, and 

Maia Quayle at Medellin. Not only does this provide us with a rich 

context for learning, but it also provides the children opportunities 

to learn something about learning in the university setting.  

 

Physical Education 

We have already had our school athletics this week, a great event. For the rest of the term, we will be 

practising small ball skills: throwing, catching, fielding, and striking.  There will be regular fitness and 

syndicate sport sessions. There will also be significant dance and movement components in our 

Performing Maui project. 

 

Home Learning  

Whilst we don’t have a formal homework programme, it is important that children take some time 

outside school to consolidate their learning. At a minimum, children should be reading independently for 

30 minutes a day, preferably longer. All learners in Māia are able to log in to Mathsbuddy, which they 

should try to do on a regular basis. At times during the term, we have learning activities which require 



children to do some additional work at home, such as additional research as part of our social sciences 

inquiries or speech writing. 

 

Other curriculum areas 

Technology will be at Newlands Intermediate every Friday. Year 7s will go in the morning, so they will be 

off-site from 10:30 until approximately 12:45 and Year 8s from 12:45 until 3pm; please bear this in mind 

when making medical or other appointments. The programme at Newlands is complementary to ours, 

and provides the children with more options when starting College. Back at school on Friday Mr Button 

and Mr Quayle will be running rotations in the morning 

with the Year 8s, and Ms Cossey and Mr Quayle will 

supervise the Year 7s in the afternoon. 

 

Careers Education 

As part of our Careers Education programme, we would 

like to invite parents to come to school and speak to 

the children about their careers. This would involve 

telling the children about how you came to your career 

choice, the educational pathways you had to follow, 

and the sacrifices that were necessary to achieve your 

goals. A particular point we would like to convey is the idea that unexpected opportunities often lead to 

unanticipated careers. This will be a semi-regular event, usually on a Friday morning, though we will, of 

course, strive to work with your schedule.  If you happen to be available to talk to us please contact 

Alistair Button to make a time.  

 

Important Dates 

20 October Celebration of Learning 3:15-5pm 

22 October School Disco 5-7:30pm 

29 October Talent Quest 3:30-7pm 

5 November Wellington Schools Orchestra Festival, Kids Sing (TBC) 

17 November Primarily Playing Shakespeare: The Comedy of Errors (day TBC) 

1 December Musical Refreshment 6:30-9pm 

10 December Camp Information Meeting 7-8pm 

14 December Year 8 Leavers’ Dinner 6-10pm 

16 December Year 8 Leavers’ Assembly 1:30pm 

 

Ngā mihi, 

Alistair Button, Charles Bisley, Libya Munn , Jamie Quayle 


