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Where students learn creatively, strive for excellence, preparing for lifelong learning
Kia auaha te ako a ngā ākonga me te whai i te iti kahurangi mō te akoranga tūroa

Kia ora koutou katoa,

Over the years, I am sure the Kelburn Normal School’s students, staff, and families
have faced many challenges which have influenced our story and our culture. The continued impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic has continued to create a rare moment in time of a shared experience, the impact of
which is ongoing. I suspect that next year may also be equally as disrupted.

Our students have had to be resilient and strong as they have risen above the disappointments of another
lockdown, the on again/off again of events they look forward to; and the rebuilding of momentum for learning
and relationships firstly again been educated at home, to the cancellations and rescheduling of events
throughout the year in a watered down fashion, and we saw again the commitment and generosity of teachers
and staff who continue to discover new ways of successfully engaging their students in online learning.

We then saw the wholeheartedness of people to ensure events that were rescheduled numerous times so that
the student experience was not diminished in this challenging year. Despite Lockdown, the Aotearoa New
Zealand response for Wellington has enabled us to continue to enjoy freedoms as we head into summer and
for that we must appreciate both our good fortune and good management.

It is not surprising that I wonder what made this such a successful year in less than ideal circumstances. With
more time may come greater understanding, however, I believe that Kelburn and all of our focus on
manaakitanga has helped us all, with a focus of community, goodwill and kindness. I thank all of the tamariki,
kaiako and whānau for this.

Term 4 has been a hard one for us. It has been a bit of a grind. Things feel tighter with the Covid situation this
year, and the timing of the lockdown in term 3 really did halt the momentum of what was emerging as an
excellent year. We missed a set of events in latter term 3 and term 4 was stop - start, somewhat losing the
momentum we were building. We were also not really able to have that whānau/teacher connection and
engagement which adds to the spirit of the school - the free talk that coordinates understanding of progress.

We have done things of late - the teachers managed to squeeze out a close victory over the students in
Netball (thanks to some ring ins from the landscaping team and height been a key advantage), the water fight,
art activities and Christmas singing, lots of ‘last ofs’, the year 8 leavers dinner and ‘Leavers Assembly’ as well
as a very enjoyable Band Concert in the hall early this week…our choirs are on again this weekend in the
community.

We weren’t able to host the PTA talent quest and we have shared the quest with you to view - the juniors are
here and the seniors are here.

One of our traditions is the Musical Refreshment we hold annually at St Andrews on the Terrace. We weren’t
able to do that but we have recorded each ensemble and you can view this by clicking here. It is a share of
item by item, not one collated piece...we call it a Pick and Mix!

Through the school App, the weekly newsletters and facebook communications, our school community will
have gained an impression of school-life throughout 2021. School-life these days is always “full on” and the
website, facebook, and learning journeys certainly capture the moments of the many activities and exciting
events and learning the children have been involved in. Parents who have been keeping track of the school’s
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newsletters and facebook life this year will also have gained an understanding of the vibrancy and rich
curriculum the school has promoted.

I want to pay tribute to Charles who finishes today at Kelburn after 17 years - an amazing contribution paving
the way for Kelburn to be the leading performing arts school in Wellington. We will miss his skills, his energy,
knowledge, guidance and coordination to really deepen the learning experience for both the children and the
teachers. Also to Kayleigh who in the short time she has been here has given her all, working and engaging
with tamariki at all levels, and really being acknowledged for her commitment and passion for the children.
Also to Carol who departs the office after 18 months excellent management of our finances. Thank you Liz for
filling on for Jamie Quayle in Māia this term.

As we farewell our year 8 and departing students at the end of their time at Kelburn, we reflect on our vision
statement - ‘where children learn creatively, strive for excellence, preparing for lifelong learning’ - and we can
see the fruits of our collective goals, through the resolve of teachers and support staff, and the collective and
individual effort of these children. We are immensely proud of our eavers this year - we know you will shine at
your new schools next year.

But most important is that Kelburn is a community of good people. People who are focused on the collective,
rather than the individual good. People who are generous of spirit and recognise and celebrate the strengths
of others.

To that respect we thank the PTA team and the Board who have been so supportive of all of us - the children
and staff as well as organising and reinforcing our community connection to Kelburn. Thank you.

We do have cups at Kelburn and at the Year 8 leavers assembly yesterday the following children were
awarded these cups for all round and consistent excellence in the following disciplines :-

Sport - Girl - Marie S
Sport - Boy - Asher H
Kapa haka - Elora H
ICT - Emily V
Citizenship - Elora H
Performing Arts - Isla L
Chorister - Junsong D
Orchestra - Felix M
KNS All Round Excellence - Girl - Nhi
KNS All Round Excellence - Boy - Junsong D

Finally...

I want to say a huge thank you to our staff for their mahi and support for students and whānau over this year. I
know how much ‘emotional investment’ and care you have for your students and know how hard you work to
enable them to do their best work. You all contribute so much to the success of Kelburn Normal School and
with pretty much all staff returning (again) for 2022, the continued stability adds strength to our learning
environment.

I wish all students and families a safe and relaxing holiday break. To our school leavers and departing
whānau, all the very best for your future years. Remember, you will always be a part of Kelburn Normal
School.

Ngā manaakitanga,
Andrew
Principal  / Tumuaki



School Term Dates 2022
Term Start Date End Date Teacher Only Days

Term 1 Wednesday 2 February Thursday 14 April Friday 25 March 2022

Term 2 Monday 2 May Friday 8 July Friday 3 June 2022

Term 3 Monday 25 July Friday 30 September

Term 4 Monday 17 October Friday 16 December Tuesday 25 October 2022

Kelly Club - Check us out on Facebook - Click Here
For enrolments and enquiries for After School Care contact Rudy on 021 744636 or
kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz

KELLY CLUB KELBURN PRE-XMAS HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
Kelly Club Holiday Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and 13 the opportunity to do things
they enjoy in a safe, supportive and encouraging environment. The programme is packed with activities to
entertain and inspire children. We have some exciting days planned: Water Nerf Battle, Teddy Bears Picnic,
Kiwiana Xmas, Santa's Workshop and lots of more Xmas fun!
Kelly Club Kelburn (Kelburn School) 16 Dec – 23 Dec, click here for the Activity Planner

KELLY CLUB KELBURN JAN 2022 HOLIDAY PROGRAMMES
We will be back at all the above centres from 10 Jan 2022 with some Super Summer Fun days planned
including; Summer Camp, King of the Jungle, Barnyard Games, Wheels Day plus trips to Movies - Sing 2!,
Awesome Bounce, Ten Pin Bowling, Staglands and Zappo the Magician is coming to Kelly Club.!
Kelly Club Kelburn Activity Planner
To enrol www.kellyclub.co.nz email kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz or call 021 744 636

https://www.facebook.com/KellyClubKNS
mailto:kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz
https://mcusercontent.com/733b5eb670b4fc777b1756d40/files/a0dd3ec0-0b1d-9c47-dc36-7e5419c4f6c5/Pre_Xmas_Dec_A4_Timetable_Kelburn.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/733b5eb670b4fc777b1756d40/files/1d6aa452-3d72-e88c-219f-c1c8068a4e28/Jan_A4_Timetable_Churton_Park.pdf
http://www.kellyclub.co.nz/


JANUARY  HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
Football - Wests Rugby Clubrooms, Ian Galloway park, Wilton
9.30am-12.30pm
Perfect for beginners and those just wanting to have fun!
Come along and improve technique, knowledge and learn more about the basic skills of "The Beautiful Game" (Football).  We will
focus on the core skills of control, dribbling, passing, tackling, shooting but most importantly having as much fun as possible!
Week 1 - Tues 11 Jan, Weds 12 Jan, Thurs 13 Jan
Week 2 - Tues 18 Jan, Weds 19 Jan, Thurs 20 Jan
Week 3 - Tues 25 Jan, Weds 26 Jan, Thurs 27 Jan
1 day (AM or PM) for $36.00; 3 days (AM or PM) for $95.00
For full details and to enrol into our programmes visit www.kellysports.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972
7201.

Community Notices
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you're looking for a Christmas present idea for someone who's
been through lockdown with young children, KNS parent Anna
Bloomfield is publishing an illustrated collection of lighthearted
lockdown poems inspired by her experiences of lockdown with
three preschoolers.  Feedback has been that the poems are
relatable and entertaining. The book is expected to be available
late November - just in time for Christmas!  For more information
and to order copies see https://chalkcheesebaby.company.site.
All profits will be donated to charity.

Does your child love to JUMP, DANCE, TUMBLE and PERFORM? Does your child love trying new challenging
but rewarding skills? Then try out CHEERLEADING at BIGAIR GYM! Cheerleading is a high energy sport that
is quickly becoming more popular around the world! It is a unique sport, as it encourages individual
development (eg. cartwheels, tumbling) as much as team development (eg. stunting, pyramids). Your child will
gain confidence and pride as they learn new complex skills and achieve goals, they will also learn to be an

http://www.kellysports.co.nz/
https://chalkcheesebaby.company.site/


essential part of a team as they gain a passion for this amazing sport of Cheerleading. Contact Bigair Gym
today to find out more!
Bigair Gymsports Kapiti ph. 04 297 0400 e. kapiti@bigairgym.co.nz @. 4 Manchester Street, Kapiti.
Bigair Gym Tawa ph. 04 232 3508 e. office@bigairgym.co.nz @. 10 Surrey Street, Tawa

PRE-CHRISTMAS DROP & SHOP
Bigair Gym is running its popular Pre-CHRISTMAS DROP & SHOP HOLIDAY PROGRAMME on
Monday 20th, Tuesday 21st & Wednesday 22nd of December 2021. Book your kids in for some active fun, giving
you time to finish work, and complete Christmas preparations & shopping!

JANUARY HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
Bigair Gyms JANUARY HOLIDAY PROGRAMME is running from the 10th – 28th Jan 2022. This involves gym
circuits, challenges, competitions, free play, structured games, and talent quests.

Spaces are limited, so book online today! www.bigairgym.co.nz

http://www.bigairgym.co.nz/





