Te Ara Tupu: return to school T3 2021
Kia ora Tupu whānau,
We want to thank all of you for the support and mahi that you have done over the last
weeks with your child’s home learning. It has been a privilege for us to get an insight into
what happens in your homes. We feel that we have a deeper understanding of your
children and a bigger picture of what makes them, them. However, we are so excited to be coming back to
school and reconnecting face to face with all tamariki as we watch them reconnect with their peers.
Andrea, Emma, Sophie, Ali, and I just wanted to confirm with you how drop-off and pickup will look for your
children while we are in level 2 as well as the first few days.
On Thursday, after the bell, we are going to have a day of Mahi Ngātahi where we know the
children will be thrilled to talk with their friends and ease themselves back into school.
Friday will be a normal Fantastic Fun Friday with crafting and creating, poetry, fun drama and
team rebuilding.
We are going to use our old plan that has worked well in the past for drop-offs and pickups.
At this early stage, we have been advised that parents will drop off their children at the gate
or the designated line outside. Obviously, older siblings could bring their family members in
but we have many oldest children in their families and leaving parents at these drop off places could be rather
tricky for some children. We would like to suggest that you use the playground side gate, which is Boundary
Road, and between Miss Molloy and myself, we will take turns at the designated line (which is between the
green turf and the grey playground area) and we will stand there for a couple of minutes and take small groups
in and then swap over so one of us is always in the building and one is waiting outside. Tupu Murdoch and
Bishop are getting to be old confident hands at this, and will know how to come in. If they are unsure about
saying goodbye, we suggest that you use the way that Tupu Molloy and Brown children are coming in to
support them through this initial stage.
At the end of the school day we will have the children all packed and ready to go home. The children in Tupu
Brown and Molloy will be sent out when we see you, we promise to have our extra strong glasses on. You must
also stand behind the designated line. Tupu Bishop and Murdock will leave the same way that they always do.
Everyone is asked to leave when you collect your child- no playing in the playground.
Please remember that there are no drinking fountains so it is important that your child has a drink bottle.
As always, we are here to answer any questions that you have.
Ngā mihi
Emma, Sophie, Andrea, Ali and Susie.

