Covid KNS Communication
Rātu 7 mahuru / September 2021
Tuesday Afternoon Update
Tēnā koutou e te whanau,
A lot of this newsletter is recap but it is important to keep whānau informed regarding the return to school.
We are so looking forward to seeing the tamariki back at school tomorrow. I am sure they are keen to get
back to seeing their friends and back into learning.
On Thursday all students and staff can return to school. At level 2 schools are open and considered safe to
do so. The only exception will be anyone that is feeling unwell or sick, and we will send anyone home
immediately if they show any symptoms.
Tomorrow staff are back at school preparing for the children’s return. Learning@Home will be task based.
Only children of essential workers currently at Bubble School can come on Wednesday.
We’re really mindful of the well-being and readjustment of children back to school. We know that students
will have experienced this lockdown in many different ways. Wellbeing and relationships has always been
our priority and our staff will take the time to focus on this, and to rebuild manaakitanga, culture and
relationships, in a manner similar to what we would do at the beginning of each school year. Wellbeing and
reconnecting needs to be addressed before any learning will happen.

New information
Is my child required to wear a mask?
No - The Ministry of Education advice says it is not mandatory to wear a mask to school. However students
may choose to wear a mask while at school and last time some students and staff wore masks by choice.
However it is not mandatory within learning spaces and the school will not enforce this.
Mask wearing for adults should follow Ministry of Health guidelines. We would expect you to be wearing a
mask if you are coming into the school. Sensible practice would suggest you wear a mask when waiting on
the street.
Please return your device! ~ If you have borrowed a device during Level 4 then please bring that back to
school on Thursday so we can process and return it to the learning spaces. The children should return it to
their class teacher.
Kelly Club ~ Kelly Club After school care will operate at level 2 so Kelly Club is available on Thursday and
ongoing.
Music Teachers ~ Music teachers are allowed to teach their children at level 2 so each teacher will be in
touch with you or your child.
Itinerant Education support workers ~ are allowed to teach or work with the children at Level 2.
Can I still keep my child home even when the school moves to Level 2?
Under Level 2, it is now deemed safe for everyone to return to school. We anticipate that some families
may still be reluctant to send their child(ren) back to school, and we understand this. Distance learning will
still happen but it will be independent and task based. Please note that with all of our staff back at school,
teacher focus will be on the students at school.
If you DO NOT intend on sending your child back to school please complete this form.

Previous information
What Health and Safety procedures will be in place?
Our school will follow detailed Ministry of Health guidelines to maintain the health and safety of everyone on
the school site. This includes regular cleaning, handwashing, use of sanitiser, and reminding and helping
children with those important habits such as coughing into their elbows, handwashing and drying.
The key principles for Alert Level 2 are to:
● reduce the risk of someone getting infected in the first place
● ensure we can identify and contact anyone who becomes infected
● understand that Level 2 is not business as usual.
Can parents and caregivers come on site at school at Level 2?
Preferably No, but technically Yes – but with some conditions.
● QR codes are at each gate so you must sign in.
● Official entry to school is via Kowhai St. Any parent coming through the Kowhai St gates must sign
in at the office.
● The Boundary Rd entrance has been designated as a drop off/pick up space for Tupu children.
Adults who come into the school grounds must scan in, must wear a mask and must not go beyond
the junior playground line marked on the ground.
● Any parent coming onto the school grounds must wear a mask.
● Wherever possible, please drop your children off rather than coming into school, or even better,
have your child bike, scooter or walk to school to avoid congestion at the gates. We advise parents
to hug, wave and say goodbye a short distance from the school to avoid congestion and the actual
school gate.
● Please note at level 2 parents will not be able to enter the building for whānau time at the start or
end of each day.
Contact tracing ~ We need to maintain contact tracing registers. Signs are present at Boundary Rd and
the Kowhai St entrances. That is why Kowhai St is the entrance to the school and every adult or non-school
student will sign in through the office. The Ministry of Health describes close contacts as anyone who had:
● face-to-face contact in any setting within two metres of a case for 15 minutes or more
● having been in a closed environment (eg, a classroom) within 2 metres of a case for 15 minutes or
more
Please also ensure you maintain physical distancing, and also follow the necessary hygiene protocols
around hand washing and use of sanitiser.
Will student’s be in “bubbles”?
No.At Alert Level 2 the bubble system is not required and the students will be free to move around the
school.
Will students be using drinking fountains at Level 2?
No. Please ensure your child has a personal water bottle and we will fill up from taps in the classroom
Is the Playground open?
Yes. Our focus will be on washing hands before and after every break time.
Will students be able to play sports and do PE?
Yes. We are looking forward to sports and physical activity resuming. We will be washing hands before and
after every sport and PE session.
Will there be assemblies, ensembles or large school events ?
No. In the short term we will not be holding these, as they would be bringing together large groups of
people.
How can I notify the school if my child is going to be absent?
The usual procedures - through the school App or notify the school office via email
admin@kelburnnormal.school.nz or ring 04 4759351

Is there a plan to support the transition of NEW students to our school?
Yes. With an extended period of closure, we have new students awaiting to start at our school for the very
first time!
What time can my child be at school, and what time do they need to be collected or leave?
Students can’t enter classrooms until 8.30am, and so we suggest that students arrive at school as close to
8.30 as possible. All students are to be off site quickly after school by 3.10pm. We appreciate your support
with this.
What can you do to support the school and our tamariki?
● Keep any students who are sick at home until they are well.
● Keep reminding them about the importance of hygiene and washing their hands.
● Ask about their school day and stay connected to us via email as appropriate.
For more detailed information at Alert Level 2, you can visit https://covid19.govt.nz
If you have any further questions or comments please feel free to email me –
andrewb@kelburnnormal.school.nz
Finally, you have all been super parents and teachers to your tamariki and whānau over the last 3 weeks.
We all take our hats off to you all. We know how difficult it is to juggle running a household, looking after
your whānau, working from home and then having to supervise/facilitate home learning. We have been
doing it too! We look forward to seeing all the tamariki back at school on Thursday.
Tino pai you mahi koutou katoa - great work everyone!
Kia haumaru te noho - be safe
Ngā manaakitanga,
Andrew Bird
Principal Tumuaki

