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Where students learn creatively and strive for excellence preparing for lifelong learning
Kia auaha te ako a ngā ākonga me te whai i te iti kahurangi mō te akoranga tūroa

Kia ora koutou,

Over the years, I am sure the Kelburn Normal School’s students, staff, and families have
faced many challenges which have influenced our story and our culture. The global impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic has created a rare moment in history of a shared experience,
the impact of which has not been seen for a long time.

Our students have had to be resilient as they have risen above their disappointments of
firstly been educated at home, to the cancellations and rescheduling of events throughout
the year in a watered down fashion, and we saw the commitment and generosity of
teachers and staff who rapidly learned new skills and discovered new ways of successfully
engaging their students in online learning.

We then saw the wholeheartedness of people to ensure events that were rescheduled
numerous times so that the student experience was not diminished in this challenging year.
Despite Lockdown, the Aotearoa New Zealand response has enabled us to enjoy freedoms
not able to be experienced elsewhere and for that we must appreciate both our good
fortune and good management.

It is not surprising that I wonder what made this such a successful year in less than ideal
circumstances. With more time may come greater understanding, however, I believe that
Kelburn and our focus on manaakitanga has helped us all, with a focus of community,
goodwill and kindness.

This week the school has had a lovely hum to it as the work has drawn to an end, and we
enjoyed each other's company for the last few days of 2020. The teachers managed to
squeeze out a close victory over the students in Netball (with height been a key
advantage), Tupu Christmas craft, the Water Fight, art activities and Christmas singing, lots
of ‘last ofs’, the year 8 leavers dinner and ‘Leavers Assembly’ as well as a very enjoyable
Band Concert in the amphitheatre yesterday...

As we farewell our year 8 and departing students at the end of their time at Kelburn, we
reflect on our vision statement - ‘where children learn creatively, strive for excellence,
preparing for lifelong learning’ - and we can see the fruits of our collective goals, through
the resolve of teachers and support staff and the collective and individual effort of these
children. Our academic results this year have been very strong and I shared a newsletter
last night summarising this.

Through the weekly newsletters and facebook communications, our school community will
have gained an impression of school-life throughout 2020. School-life is always “full on”
and the website, facebook, and learning journeys certainly capture the moments of the
many activities and exciting events the children have been involved in. Parents who have
been keeping track of the school’s newsletters and facebook life this year will also have
gained an understanding of the vibrancy and rich curriculum the school has promoted.

But most important is that Kelburn is a community of good people. People who are focused
on the collective, rather than the individual good. People who are generous of spirit and
recognise and celebrate the strengths of others.



To that respect we thank the PTA and the Board who have been so supportive of the
children and staff as well as organising community connection to Kelburn. Thank you.

We do have cups at Kelburn and at the Year 8 leavers assembly yesterday the following
children were awarded these cups for all round and consistent excellence in these
disciplines :-

Sport - Girl - Eva D
Sport - Boy - Tom C
Kapa haka - Jack R
ICT - Ethan K
Citizenship - Tali W and Clara K
Performing Arts - Amelia T
Chorister - Edie H
Orchestra - Jessica F
KNS All Round Excellence - Girl - Laura C
KNS All Round Excellence - Boy - Luka V

Finally...

I want to say a huge thank you to the staff for your mahi and support for students and
whānau over the year. You all contribute so much to the success of Kelburn Normal School and with all staff returning
for 2021, the stability adds to

I wish all students and families a safe and relaxing holiday break. To our school leavers and departing whānau, all the
very best for your future years. Remember, you will always be a part of Kelburn Normal School.

Ngā manaakitanga,
Andrew
Principal  / Tumuaki
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Te Reo Maori - Using Maori language at home:-
It is important for all Kiwi to learn te reo. Each week our newsletter will include words or
phrases that you might like to try out at your place. After all it will take the whole of Aotearoa to
keep this unique language alive.
Five things to do this summer :-

1. Learn your pepeha
2. Learn a waiata
3. Greet people in reo Māori
4. Answer your phone in reo Māori
5. Find space and practice your pronunciation out loud

Lyrica Xmas carols
Lyrica has been invited again to sing carols at the St Michael's carol service this Sunday 20 December. The choir
need to be there at 5.45 pm for a 6 pm start.  It will finish at approximately 7 pm.  We would like the children to wear
their Lyrica shirts and return them to Nicola Holt at the end of the service.  So please note they will need to bring a
spare tee shirt.  Parents are cordially invited to attend this fun event.  The church has extended an invitation to all to
stay after for some refreshments.

Thanks for your wonderful support of the group this year.

Merry Christmas, Nicola and Charles

2021 Stationery lists
You will have noticed that this year we did not include your child's stationary list for next year with their report.  This
year all class lists are posted on our website along with a link to place your order with our supplier Qizzle. You can
click here to access these.

https://www.kelburnnormal.school.nz/importantdocuments/eed7d7c8-012c-41dd-b3f9-274a1bade4ce


Looking Ahead - Event Dates - Term 1
You can see the times and add these events to your calendar by using the KNS App

Week Date Event

Week 1 Thursday 4 February First day of School

Week 2 Wednesday 10 February
Thursday 11 February

BOT Meeting 6.30 pm
Whanake Swimming 9-11 am

Week 3 Monday 15 February
Wednesday 17 February
Thursday 18 February
Friday 19 February

Māia depart for camp at 7.am
Whānui depart for camp  at 9 am
Whanake Swimming 9-11 am
Māia return from camp  approx 5 pm
Whānui return from camp approx 5 pm

School Term Dates 2021

Term Start Date End Date

Term 1 Thursday 4 February Friday 16 April

Term 2 Monday 3 May Friday 9 July

Term 3 Monday 26 July Friday 1 October

Term 4 Monday 18 October Thursday 16 December

READ AN E-BOOK THIS SUMMER
Remember our e-Books are available for Year 3 to
Year 8 to read all summer long.  See our library
website for details, for how to log on.
https://nz.accessit.online/KBNS/#!dashboard. Login
support will be available most times over the
summer break: library@kelburnnormal.school.nz

Kelly Club - Check us out on Facebook - Click Here
For enrolments and enquiries contact Sarah on 021 744636 or kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz

KELLY CLUB KELBURN PRE-XMAS HOLIDAY PROGRAMME
18 Dec – 23 Dec 2020

HO HO HO!! - We’re taking over Santa’s
workshop for the Pre-Christmas Holiday
Programme with lots of fun and exciting
Christmas activities planned!
Messy Christmas Day, Christmas
Extravaganza Day and a Christmas Party
plus a trip to Laserforce!

KELLY CLUB KELBURN JAN 2021 HOLIDAY
PROGRAMME – 5 JAN – 3 FEB 2021

https://nz.accessit.online/KBNS/#!dashboard
https://www.facebook.com/KellyClubKNS
mailto:kelburnnormal@kellyclub.co.nz


Kelly Club Holiday Programmes focus on giving children aged between 5 and 13 the opportunity to do things they
enjoy in a safe, supportive and encouraging environment.
The programme is packed with activities to entertain and inspire children. We have some exciting days planned:
“Minute to win it”, Crazy day, Harry Potter Day, Star Wars Day, H2GO Day. Kiwi Camping Day, plus Trips to
Wellington Zoo, Staglands, Te Papa, Cure Kids Day plus we are off to see the movie Peter Rabbit 2!
To enrol www.kellyclub.co.nz email kelburnnormal@club.co.nz or call 021 744 636

http://www.kellyclub.co.nz/


Community Notices
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In Home Childcare for January 2021
Are you looking for childcare at your place during the January Holidays? Is it easier to have me come to your house
than try to get the whole family out the door in the mornings?  I am available for single days, full weeks or whatever
combinations you may require. My rates are very reasonable and I'm willing to be as flexible as possible to fit around
your requirements. I have many years experience entertaining children during the holidays and am more than happy
to answer any questions you may have. Please either email me at kimmudgway29@gmail.com or call me on 021 212
3480.  Kim Mudgway

Sunshine Drama
Sunshine Drama provides a creative and fun learning space for students aged 4 – 16 years. Sessions engage
imaginative minds, grow confidence and build communication, performance and social skills. Interested to know
more? Enrol your child for a free trial class, Sat 30th Jan 21, or join us in Term 1. For timetables and information, visit
sunshinedrama.co.nz or contact Jenae 0274 380 533 / sunshinedrama.nz@gmail.com.

Children LOVE learning how to Cartwheel, Round-off, Handspring and Flip at BIGAIR GYMs Classes! Children
develop strength, flexibility, balance, proprioception, plus determination and self-confidence as they achieve new skills!
BIGAIR’s GYMNASTICS, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING & TRAMPOLINE classes are excellent for fun and fitness!
We focus on safety, technique, fundamental skills, right through to more advanced skills, such as summersaults and
twisting. Bigair Gym is a clean, pristine, exciting, kid friendly, state of the art gym facility! Our experienced coaches run
structured & fun gym classes. Book now for Bigair’s popular January School Holiday Programme! Full day or half
day sessions. Keep your kids active these holidays, while they also practice and learn new skills! Holiday
Programme & Term 1 Class BOOKINGS ARE OPEN NOW at www.bigairgym.co.nz, or contact Bigair Gym Owhiro
Bay 383 8779 wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz, or Bigair Gym Tawa 232 3508 office@bigairgym.co.nz.

Renouf Tennis Christmas Market
We would like to let your school community know of a very special event coming up on Saturday 19th December and
Sunday 20th December at the Renouf Tennis Centre.
As part of the Wellington Open New Zealand Tennis Championships we are running a Christmas Market at the
Renouf Tennis Centre on Saturday 19th December. We will have over 35 artisan stallholders nestled in a Christmas
atmosphere with live music and incredible tennis to watch – all for FREE! A great day out for all the family.
Finals day at the Renouf Tennis Centre is on Sunday 20th December and tickets are now on sale. Kids Under 12 GO
FREE!. Not just for tennis fans, everyone will enjoy the incredible on-court action of four sensational matches of
tennis.
We have two flyers and were hoping that you might be able to include in your school newsletters. Appreciate any
support you can give this Wellington event for all the budding tennis players at your schools!
Any questions please do get in touch, thanks for your support.

mailto:kilmmudgway29@gmail.com
https://www.sunshinedrama.co.nz/
https://www.sunshinedrama.co.nz/
http://www.bigairgym.co.nz/
mailto:office@bigairgym.co.nz
https://clubspark.kiwi/RenoufTennisCentre/Contact
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/2020-wellington-open-nz-championships-finals-day-tickets-128922519727?aff=ebdssbdestsearch





